WSEAS/NAUN Conference Guide

Conference Location:

Changi Village Hotel
1 Netheravon Road,
508502, Singapore
www.stayvillage.com

How to get to Changi Village Hotel from the Airport
A. By Changi Suttle Service:
The Changi Village Hotel provides complimentary the transfers from the Changi International Airport to the Hotel (Airport/Hotel/Airport).
For Arrivals Transfers, guests may approach the Ground Transport Desk at Arrival Hall for assistance. The counter staff will arranger the transfer to
the hotel. Boarding will be at the Coach Bay. Those arriving from Terminal 3 will have to make their way to Terminal 1 or 2 via the Skytrain in order
to board the bus.

B. By Public Bus Service:
Public Bus Service Line 36 goes to the city center. The first bus arrives at around 6.00am and the
last leaves at midnight. A single fare costs below $2.00 and takes about an hour. Bus stops are
located at the basement bus bays of Terminals 1, 2 and 3. Please prepare the exact fare as no
change will be given.

Tip: The Ground Transport Desk is a 24-hour
counter catered to handle all passengers’
transportation requests and queries. It is located in
the Arrival Hall of each terminal

C. By Taxi:
Taxis are available at the taxi stands at the Arrival levels of each Terminal. The journey to the city is estimated to cost between $18.00 and $38.00 and
takes approximately 30 minutes. Fares are metered and there is additional airport surcharge for all trips originating from the airport.
$5 airport surcharge - 5.00pm to 12.00am (Fridays to Sundays)
$3 airport surcharge - all other times
Midnight surcharge of 50% of final metered fare - 12.00am to 6.00am (daily)
D. By Metro:
Airport to City: To get to the city, passengers need to transfer to the west bound train at Tanah Merah Train Station. The last train service leaving
Changi Airport station which would allow a transfer to the last west bound train at Tanah Merah station is scheduled at 11.18pm.
City to Airport: To get to the airport, passengers need to transfer to the east bound train at Tanah Merah Train Station. The first train service
arriving at Changi Airport station is scheduled at 5.26am on Mondays to Saturdays and at 5.54am on Sundays and public holidays.
Metro Map: http://www.orangesmile.com/destinations/img/singapore-map-metro-big.gif

City Map

Republic of Singapore

Location: 1° 17′ North, 103° 50′ East
Population: 5,183,700
2
Area: 8,016.72 km (3,095.27 sq mi)

Land: 710.00 km2 (274.00 sq mi)
Water: 1444.00 (%)

History: The history of Singapore dates to the 11th century. The island rose in
importance during the 14th century under the rule of Srivijayan prince Parameswara
and became an important port until it was destroyed by Acehnese raiders in 1613. The
modern history of Singapore began in 1819 when Englishman Sir Thomas Stamford
Raffles established a British port on the island. Under British colonial rule, it grew in
importance as a centre for both the India-China trade and the entrepot trade in
Southeast Asia, rapidly becoming a major port city.
During World War II, Singapore was conquered and occupied by the Japanese Empire from 1942 to 1945. When the war ended, Singapore reverted to
British control, with increasing levels of self-government being granted, culminating in Singapore's merger with the Federation of Malaya to form
Malaysia in 1963. However, social unrest and disputes between Singapore's ruling People's Action Party and Malaysia's Alliance Party resulted in
Singapore's separation from Malaysia. Singapore became an independent republic on 9 August 1965.
Facing severe unemployment and a housing crisis, Singapore embarked on a modernisation programme that focused on establishing a manufacturing
industry, developing large public housing estates and investing heavily on public education. Since independence, Singapore's economy has grown by
an average of nine percent each year. By the 1990s, the country had become one of the world's most prosperous nations, with a highly developed free
market economy, strong international trading links, and the highest per capita gross domestic product in Asia outside of Japan.
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Singapore

Official Web Page of Singapore: http://www.yoursingapore.com

Information

General Travel Information -Your Essential need-to-know Guide
Money Matters
The currency used in Singapore is the Singapore dollar (S$). Money changing services can be found not only at the Singapore Changi Airport but also
most shopping centres and hotels around the island. You can also access the automated teller machines (ATMs) located everywhere (even in the most
obscure bits) in Singapore, that accept most of the main credit cards such as Visa, MasterCard and American Express.
Weather
Singapore is known for its hot and humid weather, with little variation throughout the year. The average daytime temperature is 31?C (88?F), dropping
to around 24?C (75?F) in the evenings. The monsoon season can bear down pretty heavily on our tropical weather from November onwards, so be
prepared for rain on a daily basis during this period.
Cell Phone Usage
Singapore’s international dialing code is +(65). While in Singapore and if you have international roaming service on your cell phone, you don’t have to
press +(65) as it will automatically connect you to the local numbers here.
(No) Smoking
Besides air-conditioned areas such as shopping centres, restaurants, entertainment outlets and cinemas, smoking is also an offence on the SMRT
(Singapore Mass Rapid Transit system), public buses, taxis and in lifts. Recently, the smoking ban has also been imposed on public eateries and within
a five-metre radius from most building entrances, except for allocated smoking areas that are clearly marked with bright yellow paint. A maximum fine
of S$1,000 may be imposed on first-time offenders.
Tax Refund Schemes
To enjoy tax-free shopping in Singapore, simply look out for retailers that display the “Tax Refund” logo on their shop front and spend SG100 in a
single receipt to qualify.

Consumer Advisory
Most Singapore retailers have fair business practices, but there are a small number of shops and restaurants that might make your shopping experience
less than ideal. Here are some smart shopping tips to ensure that your retail experience is a pleasant one.
1. Always do price comparisons to get the best deals
Prices can vary widely between shops because distributors are not obliged to abide by each product’s Recommended Retail Price (RRP). Ask the
retailer also if the 7% Goods and Services Tax (GST) applies. Also note that purchases above SGD100 in a single receipt entitle you to GST refunds if
you leave Singapore by air. Please read the section on the GST Refund Scheme for more information.
2. Note that purchases made are usually final
In Singapore, retailers generally enforce strict return, exchange or refund policies the moment payment is made. Always ask your retailer about their
policies before making payment for your purchase.
3. Check receipts or invoices for accuracy
Do remember to ask for a receipt of invoice whenever you make a purchase, and keep it for reference. Also check that prices and item descriptions are
correct to ensure that you do not pay more than what is required. Remember to check that gifts, when applicable, should be indicated as such.
4. Verify what your ‘international warranty’ covers
International warranties are not standardised, and you should always ask and verify that your warranty is valid in your home country. Ensure that both
your invoice and warranty card bear your retailer’s stamp and signature. In the case of electronic goods, note down the product’s serial number as well.
- Also note that there are no international warranties on the purchase of mobile phones.
- A “worldwide local warranty” means that the warranty is available only in the country of purchase – “worldwide” here refers to the availability of
the product, not the warranty.
- Parallel imported items have no warranty, and retailers usually do not entertain returns, refunds or exchanges.
5. Check before leaving the store
Before making payment, make sure that you test the item you wish to purchase, and take time to check that the promised accessories and peripherals
are included in the package, and work as they should.

Source: http://www.yoursingapore.com/content/traveller/en/plan-yourtrip/travel-essentials/general-travel-information.html

Singapore Tourist Information

For additional assistance call Touristline at 1800 736
2000 (toll-free in Singapore), or (65) 6736 2000 (from
overseas).
Open: Monday to Friday (excluding Public Holidays),

9am to 6pm.
Singapore Visitors Centres

SVC @ Changi Terminal 1, 2, 3 @ Arrival Hall
OPENING HOURS: 6.00am to 12.00am daily
NEAREST MRT STATION: Changi Airport (CG2)

SVC @ Changi Terminal 2 @ Arrival Hall
OPENING HOURS: 6.00am to 2.00am daily
NEAREST MRT STATION: Changi Airport (CG2)

SVC @ Changi Terminal 3 @ Arrival Hall
OPENING HOURS: 9.30am to 10.0pm daily
NEAREST MRT STATION: Changi Airport (CG2)

Singapore Visitors Centre @ ION Orchard
ADDRESS: ION Orchard Level 1 Concierge
OPENING HOURS: 10.00am to 10.00pm daily

Place of Interest
Singapore Botanic Gardens
The Singapore Botanic Gardens has been developed along a 3-Core Concept. The three Cores consist
of the Tanglin which is the heritage core that retains the old favourites and rustic charms of the historic
Gardens, the Central which is the tourist belt of the Gardens, the Bukit Timah which is the educational
and recreational zone. Each Core offers an array of attractions.
Opening Hours: 5 am to 12 midnight daily.
Ticket rates: Free
URL: http://www.sbg.org.sg/centralcore/nog.asp
National Orchid Garden
The Garden is located on the highest hill in the Singapore Botanic Gardens. Providing a place for 60,000 orchid plants consisting of 400 species and more than 2,000 hybrids - is the three hectares of carefully landscaped slopes.
Opening Hours: 8.30am - 7.00pm daily (last ticket sales at 6.00pm)
Refreshments are available at Burkill Hall and The Garden Refreshment Kiosk, located near the entrance of the National
Orchid Garden.
Ticket rates:
$5.00 for adults, $1.00 for students, $1.00 for senior citizens (60 years and above), Free for children below 12 years
URL: http://www.sbg.org.sg/centralcore/nog.asp

Asian Civilisations Museum
The Asian Civilisations Museum is an institution which forms a part of the three museums of the
National Museum of Singapore. It is one of the pioneering museums in the region to specialize in panAsian cultures and civilizations. The museum specializes in the material history of China, Southeast
Asia, South Asia and West Asia, from which the diverse ethnic groups of Singapore trace their
ancestry
Opening Hours: Monday 1pm- 7pm Tuesday - Sunday 9am-7pm (to 9pm on Fridays)
Ticket rates: Adults $8.00, Discounted admission every Friday evening, 7-9pm - Adult $4
URL: http://www.acm.org.sg/visitor_info/admission_charges.asp

Singapore Zoo
Set in a rainforest environment, Singapore Zoo's world famous "open concept” offers the opportunity to
experience and be inspired by the wonders of nature. Home to over 2,500 specimens from 316 species.
Opening Hours: 8.30am to 6.00pm daily (Last ticket sale at 5.30pm)
Ticket rates: Adult S$20.00 Child (3 to 12 years old) S$13.00
URL: http://www.zoo.com.sg/

National Museum of Singapore
The National Museum of Singapore is the oldest museum in Singapore. Its history dates back to 1849
when it was started as a section of a library at Singapore Institution. After several relocations, the
Museum was relocated to its permanent site at Stamford Road at the Museum Planning Area in 1887.
Opening Hours: Singapore History Gallery- 10am - 6pm daily (Last admission at 5.30pm),
Ticket rates: Adults- S$10.00, Student (tourist with valid student pass), NS Regular (with valid 11B
pass) &
Senior (tourist 60 years and above)- S$5.00, Family package (3 adults and 2 children)- S$30.00,
Child (6 years and under),
Senior (Singaporean or Permanent Resident 60 years and above), Students (Singaporean or
Permanent Resident) & NSF
(with valid 11B pass)- Free Admission.
URL: http://www.nationalmuseum.sg/Page.aspx?id=90

Buddha Tooth Relic Temple and Museum
The Buddha Tooth Relic Temple and Museum is a Buddhist temple and museum complex located in the
Chinatown district of Singapore. The temple is based on the Tang dynasty architectural style and built to house the
tooth relic of the historical Buddha. The ground breaking ceremony was conducted on 13 March 2005. Since
opening, the temple has become a popular attraction in Chinatown.
URL: http://www.btrts.org.sg/Index_Eng.html
More Attractions: http://tours.yoursingapore.com/
U

Singapore - Dining
Singaporeans simply love good food. Whether it’s after a long day at work, or during the weekend, you’ll see them relishing their favourite dishes at
the numerous hawker centres, cafes and fine dining restaurants that dot the island. No wonder then that eating is said to be the country’s national
pastime. If you share this passion for eating, Singapore is definitely your glorious food paradise.
Guaranteed to whet your appetite and keep you coming back for more, Singapore food is more than just a blend of east and west. It has evolved over
the years to become a cuisine in its own right and new delicious concoctions are always being created to reflect the growing diversity of Singapore
culture.
From local favourites like char kway teow, roti prata, and satay, to a fine selection of Mediterranean, South East Asian, American, European and
Middle Eastern cuisine, Singapore has a mouth-watering array of cuisines to satisfy every palate. Even if you’re feeling peckish in the wee hours of
the night, you’ll be glad to know that there are many restaurants in Singapore that open 24/7!
If you like to wine and dine in style, check out the Alfresco waterfront dining at the Marina Bay and One Fullerton. Or you can dine Amid
breathtaking sky views at the 72-storey Equinox Complex or by cable car from Mount Faber to Sentosa Island.
For those with dietary restrictions, fret not. There are plenty of shopping malls and fast-food chains offering Halal food. It’s also easy to find
vegetarian dishes in food courts and restaurants.

Famous Dining Spots
Boat Quay
The older cousin of Clarke Quay has an enduring buzz from the after-work crowds who unwind at the pubs and elegant restaurants here. It was the
original spot for sampans (small wooden boats) to load and unload goods at the Singapore River, where early Singapore made her fortunes.
Clarke Quay
This used to be a warehouse district on the banks of the Singapore River. Today, it is a magnet for hip restaurants, hot clubs and beautiful people.
Architectural buffs will want to see how the cluster of restored buildings is covered to let the sun and stars in but none of the rain.
Newton Circus
The king of Singapore hawker centres, with its history, range of dishes, and ideal location near Orchard Road, makes this a stop for many
Singaporeans showing their overseas friends around. Many famous hawker stalls had their start here.
Little India
So few streets but so much character is packed into this area known for its migrant feel and food from all parts of India. Choose from North Indian
tandoori fare in air-conditioned comfort to South Indian vegetarian comforts.

More Options:
1. Jade: Japanese Restaurant (http://www.fullertonhotel.com/dining/default-en.html)
Address: The Fullerton Hotel Singapore Level 1, 1 Fullerton Square Singapore 049178
2. The Rabbit Stash: This brainchild of former private chef and Majestic Restaurant-trained Matthew Mok is a three-table 14-seat space that
resembles a home rather than a restaurant (http://www.therabbitstash.com.sg/)
Address: No.2 Pandan Valley, #01-206, Singapore 597626
3. Keyaki: Keyaki is one of Singapore's top Japanese restaurants specialising in authentic Japanese cuisine.
(http://www.panpacific.com/en/singapore/restaurants_bars/keyaki.html)
4. Shinji by Kanesaka: Sushi (http://www.shinjibykanesaka.com/philosophy.html)
Address: 7 Raffles Boulevard, Marina Square, Singapore 039595
5. Au Jardin by Les Amisa: French Restaurant (http://www.lesamis.com.sg/index1.html)
Address: 1 Cluny Road, EJH Corner House Singapore Botanic Gardens Visitor Centre, Singapore 259569, Singapore

